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        1 Corinthians 10:6-13

Be Careful that You Don’t Fall

1. Learn from your siblings the seriousness of sin

2. Learn of the faithfulness of your Father

In any family made up of two or more siblings, there is the inevitable dividing line between the older ones and the younger ones.  And there is the inevitable opinion on the part of the older group that they had it much, much tougher than the younger group.  And almost every single family that I’ve met or have been a part of has created the scale from the oldest child being horribly mistreated to the youngest child being horribly spoiled.  
And you know what…there might be something to that.  Some may think that it is inexperience on the part of parents—that they mistreat the older ones because they don’t know what they are doing.  But maybe it has something to do with a lesson that all teachers learn early on:  Be strict up front so that you can establish limits and boundaries.  Then you can be more lenient later on.  And so you establish such strict limits and disciplinary consequences for the first child that you create a tone and example for child number 2, 3, 4, and so on.  And that’s why it’s tough to be the oldest—because you become the example for all the others.  

The Corinthian congregation—made up of “younger” believers, may have listened to stories of the Old Testament believers and thought to themselves, “I’m sure glad that I’m a younger sibling!”  Maybe you have thought the same thing.  We hear the stories of the children of Israel in the Exodus and the seemingly harsh punishments that God doled out and we say, “Whew, I’m glad that God doesn’t punish me the way he punished them!”  

And maybe we come to the same conclusion that the Corinthian Christians came to: Since God seems to be a little more free and loose with the rules these days after Christ, then I can push the boundaries and dabble all I want to in the cravings of my sinful nature and not worry about any thunderbolts from heaven.  

So it’s good for us—as it was good for the Corinthians—that Paul reminds us to be careful with that attitude this morning.  He begins with a warning and follows it up with the stories of our older brothers and sisters in the faith.

6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.  7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.”  8We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—an in one day twenty-three thousand of them died.  9We should not test the Lord,  as some of them did—and were killed by snakes.  10And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 11These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  12So if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!

Satan had been using the Christian freedom of the Corinthians to build up their pride and confidence in themselves.  If they could—in Christian freedom—eat meat sacrificed to Greek god or goddess, then they could go to the temple of that god or goddess without any spiritual harm.  And if they could go to the pagan temple, then they could associate with the people around the temple.  And if they could associate with these people, then they could engage in temple prostitution with theses people…oops, they had gone too far!  They had been bold in the fact that they knew they stood firm in their faith.  But that boldness had made them callous and careless.  So if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!

To shake these people from the mindset that God was more lenient with them so that they could play fast and loose with sin, Paul gives them examples of what happened to their older brothers and sisters in the faith—the Israelites. All the sins that the Israelites committed in these examples had to do with idolatry—trying to shape God into something that he wasn’t to fit their sinful appetites—or so that they could fit in with the nations around them.
“The Egyptians make their gods out of man-made materials…let’s do the same,” the Israelites had thought.  “They Egyptians have lavish feasts where they pig out and get drunk, get up and dance and engage in orgies in the name of their god.  That sounds like fun…let’s do that, but we’ll do it in the name of the LORD!”  God was not happy with their decision.
It all started out in the name of the LORD, just adjusting him a little to fit the way they wanted him to be.  Then they got comfortable with the detestable practices of the false religions around them.  “Hey these Moabite women worship their fertility god by having intercourse to arouse their gods.  That sounds like a great religion.  Let’s bring them into the Israelite camp.”  God showed his displeasure by sending a plague that killed over 23,000 of them.

Then it just got to the point of nastiness.  Many Israelites openly complained against God and hated him for ruining their lives.  They lashed out at the authority of his representatives and tried to kick out Moses as their leader.  And God showed his displeasure by sending snakes that killed and an angel that destroyed 14,700 of them.
Was God unfair that he killed the Israelites who had started with good intentions down the path of idolatry, only to abandon him for the worship of their own sexual appetites, and yet he allowed the Corinthians to live after they had done the same thing?  Was he being more lenient?  Is it because God is no longer angry at sinners and no longer considers sin a big deal?  Absolutely not!

He made sure that the Holy Spirit inspired Moses to write down these accounts so that his people would forever know exactly how much he detests sin and how much he hates those who indulge in sin.  He had these things written down for you and for me.  
We face the same slippery slope as our siblings did—both Israelite and Corinthian.

As a Christian, you are free to consume alcohol.  You are free to enter into a bar.  But how often does Satan use that as a trap and a snare for us.  Our consumption of alcohol can cross the line into intoxication then makes us comfortable with saying and doing things we wouldn’t normally do.  And you slip from Christian freedom to temptation to sin.  And then you become emboldened in your sin and seek out opportunities to get drunk—or maybe you just call it a good buzz.  Be careful lest you fall!    
Haven’t gone to the bar lately?  OK…

As a Christian, there is nothing wrong about material wealth.  But once you have achieved some wealth, have you slipped into the temptation of holding onto it too tightly?  Have you found yourself sacrificing time with your family and more importantly with God and his Word in order to achieve it?  Have you slipped from a good manager to a worshipper of your possessions?  Be careful lest you fall!
Have we become so comfortable in our Christian freedom that we boast about the fact that we can do anything without ever asking ourselves whether we should?  Have we used our freedom and our forgiveness as a license to sin?  

Then learn from your older siblings the seriousness of sin!  God used Paul to remind the Corinthians that their fate would be the same.  God is still serious about sin.  For those who allowed themselves to drift into sinful indulgence to the point where they no longer cared about what God had to say in his Word and made God into an all-accepting grandfather who blindly looks the other way—who made God into something he is not at all—to them a plague of death was waiting at the end of their lives.   

Just as a father sits down with his younger children and says, “Don’t make the same mistakes as your siblings did!” God used Paul to tell his children “Be careful!  What you are doing is dangerous!  Look at what happened to your siblings!
Does this warning leave you frustrated?  Are you ready to throw up your hands?  Are you convinced that living a God-pleasing life is entirely impossible in this society?  Are you wondering how you can swim around in this cesspool of sin without getting dirty?  I hope that you are frustrated!  On your own it is impossible!  But God has not left you on your own to fend off the myriad temptations that come your way every day!
Paul continues, “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”

Learn from your Father this morning that he is faithful.  On your own, you would be hopeless, completely helpless against the snare of sin.  But you’re not on your own!  God has not left you defenseless like a mouse that a kid throws to his pet snake for the simple pleasure of watching the mouse fight against his inevitable doom.  

You are a baptized child of God!  Through baptism, God has made you sin-resistant!  He has put to death your sinful nature when he shoved it onto his Son and punished him on the cross in your place.  And just as he raised his Son back to life, he has raised to life in you a perfect, powerful warrior—your new man!  He hates sin and is dead to it.  He knows God’s will through God’s Word and is eager to call it to mind.  He is able to resist temptation…to stare it in the face and say, “No.  I will not be using my Christian freedom to indulge in sin today thank you very much!”
Don’t give your old man too much credit and don’t underestimate the new man who lives in you every day.  

With every single temptation that comes your way this week, God has made you a promise in his Word today.  He will never let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  And with every temptation that comes your way, God has already created the way out, the exit of escape.  You can stand up to temptation—not by your own power, but by the power of God working in you, his child.  
When temptation comes, flee to God.  Arm your new man with the weapon of God’s Word.  Remind yourself of the mistakes of your siblings.  Remind yourself of the sacrifice of your perfect brother.  Let the “new you” feast on the pages of Scripture, relishing God’s promises and soaking up his good and holy will for your life. 

Your life as a child of God will be a tightrope this week.  You will be tempted to take the forgiveness you have in Christ for granted.  God has shown you the danger of that side.  But also don’t fall off the other side this week into despair.  God is merciful to you.  God has forgiven you.  And God will give you the ability to bear up under temptation this week and always.  
AMEN.

